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May 1, 2019 

SHEREEF M. ELNAHAL, MD, MBA 
Commissioner 

Re: Notice of Proposed Suspension and Probationary Period: 
Paramedic Certification# 3102 (EMS ID# 519000) 
Investigation Control# 2018-0148V 

Dear Mr. Pugh: 

The New Jersey - Department of Health (Department) is vested with the 
responsibility of carrying out the provisions of N.J.S.A. 26:2K-7 to -69, which govern the 
provision of advanced life support services within the State of New Jersey, and the Health 
Care Facilities Planning Act, N.J.S.A. 26:2H-1 to -26, which was enacted, in part, to 
ensure that all hospital and related health care services rendered in the State of New 
Jersey are of the highest quality. As defined at N.J.S.A. 26:2H-2b, health care services 
include any pre-hospital care rendered by paramedical and ambulance services. These 
laws establish a scheme that permits certain individuals, once certified, to perform basic 
life support and/or advanced life support services. _ In furtherance of the objectives set 
forth in the statutes, the Department of Health has adopted regulations that govern the 
training, certification and professional conduct of Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT) 
and Mobile Intensive Care Paramedics (MICP). See N.J.A.C. 8:40A and N.J.A.C. 8:41A. 

The Department's Office of Emergency Medical Services (OEMS) received a 
complaint on December 20, 2018 regarding the treatment you provided to a patient while 
on an emergency medical services (EMS) call in Sicklerville on October 27, 2018. 
Consistent with regulatory authority and OEMS policy, the OEMS opened an investigation 
in response to this notification. The investigation consisted of your interview as well as 
interviews of other relevant witnesses, a document review, including patient care reports, 
and viewing audio/video recordings that captured the call. The investigation revealed the 
following: 

Upon opening the investigation, the OEMS investigator confirmed that you have 
been a MICP since August 2007. In addition, the investigator confirmed that you were on 
the Mobile Intensive Care Unit (MICU) that was dispatched to the call in question. The 
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probationary status. In the event that you request a hearing, the proposed suspension 
and probation will be held in abeyance and you shall retain your certifications until such 
time as the hearing has been concluded and a final decision has been rendered. Your 
request for a hearing on this matter must be submitted in writing and must be 
accompanied by a response to the charges contained herein. Your request for a hearing 
must be submitted within thirty (30) days from the date of this Notice and should be 
forwarded to: 

New Jersey Department of Health 
Office of Legal & Regulatory Compliance 

P.O. Box 360, Room 805 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0360 

Attn: Ms. Tami Roach 

Please include the control number 2018-0148V on all your correspondence. 
Finally, please note that failure to submit a written request for a hearing within 30 days 
from the date of this Notice shall be interpreted as an acceptance of this Department's 
decision, thereby negating any further appeal rights. If you have any questions 
concerning this matter, please contact Dr. Jo-Bea Sciarrotta, at (609) 633-7777. 

Sincerely, ,/ 

/7h/'/ 
L✓- L--

Christopher Neuwirth, MA, MEP, CBCP, CEM 
Assistant Commissioner 
PHILEP Division 

CC: Scot Phelps, JD, MPH, Paramedic, Director, OEMS 
Eric Hicken, OEMS 
James Sweeney, OEMS 
Tami Roach, OLRC 

SENT VIA REGULAR U.S. MAIL AND 
CERTIFIED MAIL#
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
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